On the behalf of many Knights, Gentlemen, Merchants, and 


others, now Priſoners. 


| Pon Wedneſday, Novemb. 3. 1675. a Bill was read in the 
Honourable Houſe of Commons, for the amendment of an 
' Ad of Parliament made in the year 167 1, for the Diſcharge of 
fuch Priſoners as were in Priſon for Debt or Damages, as ſhould 
make Oath that they had not Eſtates of the value of Ten pound : 
To which it is humbly deſired, That a Clauſe may be added for the 
Diſcharge of ſuch Priſoners alſo, as will part with all their Eſtates, 
toth Real and Perſonal, for the SatisfaCtion of their Creditors; there 
ting now many Knights, great numbers of Gentlemen, Merchants, 
aid others, who have been totally Ruined by the late Civil War, 
P.ague, Fire, and Dutch War, and are willing to part with all ſuch 
tteir Eſtates, in lieu of their being Diſcharged : And to ſubmit not 
otly themſelves, but any Witneſs or Witneſſes, to be examined upon 
O:th, for the true diſcovery of their ſaid Eſtates, that ſo a propor- 
ticnable Divident may be made thereof to and among(t all their 

_ Creditors. And if ſuch Priſoners as cannot pay any thing at all 
tovards the Satisfaction of their Creditors, ſhall, (by vertue of the 
ſaic former At made 1n the year 1671.) be Diſcharged from their 
Impriſonment ( which is defired they may be 3) certainly ſuch Priſo- 
ner as can pay ſome part of their Debts, and are willing to part with 
all rheir Eſtates to that purpoſe, do hope they may (with much more 
reaſon ) have leave to think themſelves as well obliged to believe, as 
to delire, that they may (by the grace and favor of the Parliament) 
be freed from their Impriſonments, before the remainder of their 
Eſtates be totally ſwallowed up, by the Fees, and other the inevi- 
table great Charges of a Priſon, and their Creditors thereby 
loſe their Debts,and they themſelves be put into the ſamelow and de- 
plorable condition , together with thoſe who rook the benefit of 
that Act,and ſuch Priſoner and his Family utterly deſtroyed. And much 
therather, conſidering that this isnot intended for or asa ſtanding A& 
but to diſcharge only ſuch who are now inPriſon,and have(by ſuch fa- 
tal andother accidents)become Priſoners;that ſoafter all thoſe dread- 
ful Judgments that have been ſo iterated, and repeated upon them, 
they may not remain ſo buried, without-a Reſurrefion from the Dead, 
Death and Grave they are in and under, but may be Participants 
of this Act of Grace and Commiſeration to them, not any former 
Age having left a trace or memory ſutable to the great variety 


> aw upon, and Sufferiogs of the Subjets of Erglard, as in 
ens, 


